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Architectural Description

See continuation sheet: yes

Conant Road begins at Church Street just outside Weston Center and winds through the north side
of town before continuing into Lincoln. The Lower Conant Area described in this form includes
the first quarter mile, ending where the street crosses over the abandoned tracks of the
Massachusetts Central Railroad. The houses at #3 and #6 Conant Road at the corner of Church
Street are architecturally and historically a pan of this turn-of-the-century neighborhood but are not
included in this area form because they are part of the Boston Post Road National Register District.
Also excluded from the area are houses at #4 and #8 Conant Road, which cannot be seen from the
street.
The Lower Conant Area contains a total of 17 houses dating between 1870 and 1950, with all but
two dating before World War I. Represented here are examples of Stick Style, Queen Anne,
Shingle Style and Colonial Revival architecture. The Stick Style house at #15 is a particularly welldetailed example, one of only a few houses of this style in Weston. All houses in the area are of
frame construction, with clapboards and shingles being the predominant exterior materials. Large,
well-appointed middle class homes are located along Conant Road, sited to take advantage of the
series of small hills in the area. Smaller houses are located on Gowell and Woodward Lanes, two
narrow unpaved lanes extending for short distances off the main road. Lot sizes in the area range
from 16,610 sq.ft. to 1.5 acres, with most parcels less than one acre. Setbacks vary between about
30 feet and 175 feet. Stone walls and footpaths enhance the character of the streetscape.
Historical Description

See continuation sheet: yes

The Lower Conant Area is an example of gradual, unplanned development typical of Weston in the
late 19th and early 20th century. Growth of the area proceeded slowly, over the period from 1873
to about World War I, and was not guided by any over-all organized development plan. As such,
the Lower Conant Area provides an interesting contrast to the Pigeon Hill area, located just across
the railroad tracks. In both areas, the land was owned, all or in large part, by a single family. For
the later development at Pigeon Hill, owner Horace Sears had his land surveyed and laid out with
uniformly large lots off winding streets. In the Lower Conant Area, the Lamson family farmland
was sold off gradually over several decades, first by the widow and later by her estate. With no
zoning controls or over-all plot plan, development did not proceed in a uniform fashion. Lot sizes
in the area range from under 1/2 acre to 1 1/2 acres, and the size and architectural quality of the
houses varies. Rather than developing formal roads into the off-street land, development took
place along the main road or off two small narrow lanes (Gowell and Woodward) and several long
driveways. Occupations of early owners include a diversity of businessmen and tradesmen. Some
of these houses may have been originally used as summer nouses, while others were clearly yearround residences. Some residents may have been attracted to the proximity of the Central
Massachusetts Railroad, while others are known to have worked in Weston.
Bibliography and/or References

See continuation sheet: yes

1. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, Plan of portion of "Lamson Farm" Weston, May, 1878,
Plan #20. Also plans from books 2320, 2332, and 3100.
Recommended as a National Register District: yes

Recommended for listing as an extension of the Boston Post Road NR District (see criteria
attached)
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Architectural Description (continued)

Development in the area began after the Civil War. The earliest house appears to be the
Gowell/Parker House at 25 Conant Road, (ca.1873. Map #4), a 2 1/2 story Italianate

example with simple detailing including a wall gable with segmental-headed window at bay #5 on
the west facade and a well-detatied main entrance porch on the south gable end. The 6 X 2 bay
shingle house has 2/2 windows with shutters. Extending to the rear is a gambrel-roofed ell.
The most elaborately detailed house in the area, the Justin E. Gale House at 15 Conant
Road (1880, Map #2, MHC 259) is one of only a few Weston examples of the Stick Style. The 2
1/2 story clapboard and shingle house, sited at the top of the hill, features a wide array of porches,
balconies, bay windows and other projections, a variety of window sizes and types, and a complex
hip and gable roof arrangement which adds to its visual interest.
The Justin E.Gale Barn is located at 17 Conant Road (ca.1880, Map #3)where the two-

story, side gable building has been converted to a house with numerous additions to the 3 X 2 bay
main block. The board and batten structure features a small decorative central wall gable and
cupola with weathervane. Stone entrance posts mark the entrance into the property, on which is
located a collection of large modem outdoor sculptures.
The Queen Anne style is represented in the area at the Benjamin R. Parker House at 33
Conant Road (ca. 1892, Map #9), a simple example typical of Weston. The 2 1/2 story ,3X4
bay gable front house is clapboarded at level one and in the gable and shingled at level two, with a
simple shingle-pattern band above the second floor. The entrance is located offset left, sheltered
by a porch across the front with turned posts and a simple railing. Windows are 2/2 except for a
small octagonal window at level two. A four-bay addition has been added on the north side.
At the turn of the century, three well-detailed Colonial Revival homes were built on hill-top sites on
the west side of Conant Road at #18, 22 and 32. All are excellent examples of the type of wellbuilt early Colonial Revival house popular among middle class home buyers moving into Weston
at the turn of the century. The Ellen P. Hubbard House at 18 Conant Road (ca.1895, Map

#16) is a handsome 2 1/2 story clapboard and shingle house, 3 X 2 bays, with a center entrance
with sidelights, a one-story porch across the front with patterned porch railing, wide overhanging
eaves with show rafters on the front facade, and paired brick corbeled chimneys on the ridgeline.
The Lyman W. Gale House at 22 Conant Road (ca.1895, Map #15) is a 1 1/2 story

gambrel-roofed clapboard house with a 5 X 2 bay main block, a rear ell, and a modem addition on
the west. The house has a prominent center entrance porch with a semi-circular pediment. A long
multiple dormer stretches across the lower section of the gambrel roof, which is covered with
wood shingles. Windows are 6/1 with shutters. 32 Conant Road (1906-8, Map #14), a twostory, 4 X 2 bay clapboard structure with rear two-bay ell, has its architectural emphasis on the
projecting two-story pavilion and one-story entrance porch at bay #3. The porch features an
oversize triangular pediment with sunburst pattern, supported on Doric columns resting on paneled
bases. Windows are 6/6. The shingled Colonial Revival Mary L.Hubbard House at 12
Conant Road (ca.1907, Map #16),, features a cross gambrel roof and an enclosed three-bay
porch on the east facade.
The twofineColonial Revival houses at 3 and 6 Conant Road have not been included in this area
form because they are part of the Boston Post Road National Register District. They are, however,
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part of the architectural fabric of the area and a brief summary of information follows. 3 Conant
Road (MHC 207), the First Parish Church parsonage, was built in 1913 from designs by architect
Harold Graves and replaced an earlier parsonage on the site which was destroyed by fire. 6
Conant Road (MHC 205) was built about 1900 for Charles O. Richardson, from designs by
Samuel Mead, and was greatly enlarged in 1916-17 by architect Joseph Chandler.

Historical Narrative (continued)

In the 19th century, Conant Road was known as the "road to Lincoln" and later as Forest Street.
The name change to Conant Road seems to have occurred about the turn of the century.
The earliest house in the Lower Conant Area is the Gowell/Parker House at 25 Conant
Road (ca. 1873, Map # 4), built for William N . Gowell, one of Weston's best-known carpenterbuilders. Gowell bought ten acres of land from Michael Casey in 1873. Gowell's house is
shown on the 1875 map. Gowell is listed in the 1887 directory as a carpenter and in the 1893
directory as a contractor and builder, with a house and also a shop on Forest Street. According to
relatives, he was known as the "town carpenter."
Gowell subdivided and developed his property over the next decades. In 1892 he sold the lot at
what is now #33 to Florence E. and Benjamin R. Parker. Florence E. Gowell Parker was the
daughter of William N.Gowell. Benjamin Parker is listed in the 1893 directory as an employee of
the school furniture factory, which was located in the Crescent Street Area (see Area Form A). By
1906 he had opened a store on Central Avenue, dealing in hardware, paints and oils, bicycles and
bicycle sundries, and bicycle repairing, as advertised in the 1906 directory. Because of the family
relationship, it is probable that William N . Gowell was the builder for the Benjamin R. Parker
House at 33 Conant Road (ca. 1892-3, Map #9). In the later years, Elizabeth Parker, daughter
of Benjamin and Florence Parker, moved into William N . Gowell's house at 25 Conant Road,
where she lived for many years.
William N.Gowell was probably also the builder of the two houses at 16 and 20 Gowell Lane,
located at the end of a narrow lane on part of the Gowell land. Gowell owned these houses at least
until 1908, when they appear on the map under his name. These two Gowell Lane houses are
earlier than the other two on the street and appear to date to the late 19th century.
The other properties in the Lower Conant Area were developed on land which had been part of the
Lamson Farm. In the late 1870's, after the death of her husband, the widow Elizabeth Lamson
sold some of the family land on the north(east) side of Conant at the corner of Church Street. The
corner lot at #3 Conant was sold for a parsonage for First Parish Church. The 1877 parsonage
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burned and was replaced by the present 1913 structure (MHC 207), which is included in the
Boston Post Road National Register District and therefore is not included in this area form. In
1878, the second two lots on that side of the street were purchased by Justin E. Gale (1843-1918),
who built the Justin E. Gale House at 15 Conant Road (ca. 1880, Map #2, MHC

259)

According to Elizabeth Parker, the house was built by her grandfather, William N. Gowell. For a
few years after its construction, Gale lived in Cambridge during the winter, but later Weston was
his year-round residence. During his career. Gale served as a teacher, the head of a young ladies
school in Cambridge, principal of Weston High School, and business executive with various
Southern mills and enterprises (see also inventory form for 15 Conant Road.) After Gale's death,
the house was occupied by his son, Lyman. The barn/carriage house for the Gale property has
been converted to a house at 17 Conant Road (ca.1880, Map #17).
By the late 19th century, Elizabeth Lamson had died and Daniel S. Lamson, trustee of the estate,
began selling off lots on the south(west) side of Conant Road. At the turn of the century, the
Lamson Farm property still included more than half the large tract of land bounded by Conant
Road, the Central Massachusetts Railroad tracks, Concord Road, and Central Avenue (now
Boston Post Road.)
The land on Conant Road had become more desirable with the advent of the Central Massachusetts
Railroad, which was incorporated in 1869 but floundered during its first two decades of limited
operation. In 1886 it was taken over by the Boston and Lowell Railroad, which laid additional
tracks and began more frequent and reliable service. At least some of the residents who built
houses on Lower Conant Road at the turn of the century may have used the train to commute to
jobs in Boston.
In November, 1894, Daniel Lamson sold 1.73 acres at what is now #22 to Lyman W. Gale. The
Lyman W. Gale House at 22 Conant Road (Map #15), nicknamed "Box Cottage" appears

to date from 1895, when Lyman Gale was taxed for a dwelling valued at $1500. Gale (18731960), the son of Justin E. Gale, grew up across the street at 15 Conant Road and graduated from
Harvard College in 1894. He married Jane Loring Winsor, sister of Robert Winsor. He took a
position with Kidder, Peabody & Co, bankers, in 1894 and was a member of the Boston Stock
Exchange beginning in 1905. His office was at 115 Devonshire in Boston. After the death of his
father, Lyman Gale moved to the family house at 15 Conant Road. At various times after 1919, he
was executive or treasurer of Wellington Sears mill; and he succeeded his father as treasurer of
Brookside Mills in Knoxville, Tenniseee. Gale moved to New Hampshire in 1941.
In December, 1894, Daniel Lamson sold a parcel of land, now 12 and 18 Conant Road, to Ellen
Payson Hubbard, described in deeds as a singlewoman of Boston. The Ellen P. Hubbard
House at 18 Conant Road (Map #16) was probably built within the next few years. In
September, 1906, Hubbard sold part of this land to Mary L. Hubbard, who built the Mary L.
Hubbard House at 12 Conant Road about 1907 (Map #17) Both Hubbard houses are
shown on the 1908 map.
About this time, Lamson also sold the land at 6 Conant Road at the corner of Church Street, where
a house was built for Charles F. Richardson (MHC 205). This house is included in the Boston
Post Road National Register District and for this reason is not included within this Area form.
However, it is part of the same development pattern.
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In 1904, Daniel Lamson sold two lots on the south(west) side of Conant Road near the railroad
tracks to Arthur Woodward. Woodward kept part of this property, which he subdivided into three
lots off a small lane which bears his name. These three houses, which use as their addresses
42.44. and 46 Conant Road (Map #10,11,12) were all built between 1904 and 1908, when
they appear on the 1908 map. Woodward sold the rest of the land to Howard L. Cooper in 1906.
Cooper further subdivided the property, selling the street frontage to Charles R. Cole that same
year. The house at 32 Conant Road (Map #14) was built within the next two years, perhaps by
Cooper himself, who is listed the 1906 directory as a carpenter. Cooper was involved in other
land deals in Weston at the turn of the century which may also have involved the building of
houses. In 1896 he subdivided two lots on what is now Case Estates land and built the house at
102 Wellesley Street (see inventory form) which he owned until it was purchased by Marian Case
in 1909. He also bought and resold the lot at 49 Wellesley Street in the Maple Road/Wellesley
Street Area and may have built that house as well.
In the second decade of the 20th century, two more houses were built on Gowell Lane. In 1912,
Thomas Bassett purchased one half acre from William N. Gowell and built 12 Gowell Lane
(Map #6). Bassett was a partner in a lumber business in Waltham, and he is thought to have built
the house himself. It is still owned by a member of the Bassett family. A few years later, about
1916, the bam originally attached to the Gowell/Parker House at #25 was detached and moved to_8
Gowell Lane (Map #5), where it was converted to the present Colonial Revival house. For
much of its history, this house has been occupied by members of the Parker or Gowell families.
Bibliography and/or References (continued):
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#1
(22-41)

7 Conant Road

ca.1950

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2

MHC 434

#2
(22-40)

Justin E. Gale House *
15 Conant Road

18 80

Stick Style
hip & gable,2 1/2

MHC 259
Roll 12/35
Roll 12/26

#3
(22-39

Justin E. Gale Barn
17 Conant Road

ca.1880

Stick Style barn
(converted to hse)
side gable, 2

MHC 435
Roll 12/34

#4
(22-34)

Gowell/Parker House
25 Conant Road

ca.1873

Italianate
side gable, 2 1/2

MHC 436
Roll 12/29

#5
(22-33)

8 Gowell Lane

ca.1916

Barn moved&conv.
to Col. Rev.hse.
side gable, 11/2

MHC 437

#6
(22-35)

Thomas Bassett House
12 Gowell Lane

ca. 1912

Colonial Revival
hip, 2 1/2

MHC 438

#7.
(22-36)

16 Gowell Lane

ca.1890

Queen Anne/
Colonial Revival
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 439

#8.
(22-37)

20 Gowell Lane

ca.1880

Col.Rev.
side/front gable,2

MHC 440

#9.
(22-32)

Benj.R.Parker House
33 Conant Road

ca.1892

Queen Anne
gable front,2 1/2

MHC 441
Roll 12/31

#10.
(22-24)

42 Conant Road

ca. 1904-8

Col.Rev(altered)
alum.sided,2 1/2

MHC 442

#11
(22-25)

44 Conant Road
(Woodward Lane)

ca. 1904-8

Queen Anne
side gable 1 1/2

MHC 443
Roll 12/33

#12
(22-26)

46 Conant Road
(Woodward Lane)

ca. 1904-8

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2 1/2

MHC 444
Roll 12/33
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#13
(22-23)

38 Conant Road

ca. 1927

Colonial Revival
gable front, 1 1/2

MHC 445

#14
(22-22)

32 Conant Road

1906-8

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2

MHC 446
Roll 12/32

#15
(22-21)

Lyman W. Gale House
22 Conant Road

1895

Colonial Revival
gambrel, 1 1/2

MHC 447
Roll 12/30

#16
(22-20)

Ellen Hubbard House
18 Conant Road

ca.1896

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2 1/2

MHC 448
Roll 12/28

#17
(22-18)

Mary L. Hubbard
House
12 Conant Road

ca 1906

Colonial Revival
cross gambrel,
shingled, 2 1/2

MHC 449
Roll 12/27

#18
(22-18)

12 Conant Road
(secondary house)

? date

modem design
conv. outbldg?
side gable, 2
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:
Individually eligible
Eligible only in a historic district
Contributing to a potential historic district
potential historic district
X Extension of existing historic district
Criteria:

A

B

Criteria Considerations:

X
A

C

D
B

Statement of Significance by

C

D

E

F

G

Pamela W. Fox

The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here

The Lower Conant Area contains a total of 17 houses, all but two dating before World War I.
Represented here are examples of Stick Style, Queen Anne, Shingle Style, and Colonial Revival
architecture which embody the distinctive characteristics of their various architectural periods.
Large, well-appointed middle class homes are located along Conant Road, sited to take advantage
of the series of small hills in the area. Smaller houses are located on two narrow lanes off the main
road. The area is an example of gradual, unplanned development typical of Weston in the late
19th and early 20th century. The area borders on the Boston Post Road Historic District and is
recommended as an extension of that district, meeting Criteria C of the National Register on the
local level.

