WESTON BOARD OF HEALTH
Meeting Minutes for
Tuesday June 15, 2021

Present:

Laura Azzam - Chair
Dr. David Kominz - Member
Dr. Jennifer Kickham - Member
Michele Fronk Schuckel MBA, BSN, RN – COVID-19 Response
Manager, BOH Public Health Nurse
Wendy Diotalevi, R.S., Public Health Director
Sharon Bonica – Office Manager, Meeting minutes
Leon Gaumond, Weston Town Manager
Lisa Yanakakis – HR/ Asst. Town Manager
Deborah Davenport – Town Clerk
Dr. Barbara Fullerton, PhD – Resident – Presentation on Herbicidal use in Weston.
Katty Chase- Resident
Nina Danforth – Resident
Betsy Gescheider – Resident
Lori Hess – Resident
Marilyn Adams – Resident

I.

Residents’ Concerns– Marilyn Adams resident, Bogle St. has concerns about a
neighbor who has a rooster. Wanted to know what she needs to do to see if the rooster
can be removed from the neighbor’s property. This is a neighborhood nuisance.
Ms. Adams has spoken with Karen O’Reilly at Animal Control, Weston does not have
any regulations or ordinances against having roosters in Weston.
Wendy Diotalevi will contact the State Agricultural Commission to get some guidance
on Best Management Practices in the meantime.
This situation may take a little time to look into and get some resolution and the Board
may need to put regulations in place.

II.

Meeting Minutes –May 11, 2021 Minutes for approval
Dr. David Kominz moved to approve the minutes as presented, Dr. Jennifer Kickham
second the motion and the minutes were approved.

III.

Introduction to Dr. Jennifer Kickham, the newest Board Member voted in this year.

IV.

Presentation on Herbicide Spraying in Weston - Dr. Barbara Fullerton, PhD
An in-depth presentation was given on the use of Herbicide spraying in Weston.
(see attached presentation attached to the June 15th meeting minutes)
There was some discussion and questions of concern after the presentation was
completed. All Board Members are on board to speak with the Select Board,
Conservation Commission and DPW personnel to come up with getting a committee to
gather information and to come up with a fair solution for the concerns of the Weston
Residents. They may ask Dr. Barbara Fullerton to be a part of the committee. This may
take time to put into effect.
Wendy Diotalevi, Public health Director informed the group that Weston has an
Integrated Pest Management Plan that provides more information regarding the types
of herbicides used in town and the locations where they may be used.

V.

Michele Fronk Schuckel MBA, BSN, RN – COVID-19 Response Manager, BOH Public
Health Nurse – Nursing Report Update

As of the end of the State of Emergency at 12:01 AM today, June 15, there are 15 new Guidance
and directives from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) related to COVID-19 to provide Public Health
support. The next Meeting date Wednesday June 30, 2021 the BOH does not have an
obligation to notify Emergency Responders/First Responders to be given the addresses of
COVID-19 positive residents of municipalities in Massachusetts.
Mass Notify - piloted in Somerville and Methuen - Apple and Google will begin sending push
notifications to Massachusetts cell phones on Thursday, June 17. Mass DPH, the Office of the
Governor and the Covid-response team in Weston encourage residents to opt in. The
technology is private www.mass.gov/massnotify for more information including links about
privacy and the function. There is communications info to distribute - Weston should send this
out on Wednesday if it's available. Apple push notifications happen on day 1, Android OS may
take a couple of days to push to residents.
Consolidated Testing Guidance was posted on 6/14. Included:
•

Mass has moved from emphasis on only the Binax Now as an antigen test option. The new
guidance is broader on various antigen options. Mass only did validation on the Binax Now but
others are in use

•

Testing of close contacts refer to change in definition to include only indoor settings for
testing/quarantine for unvaccinated individuals. Any symptomatic individual should be tested.
Asymptomatic close contacts who are unvaccinated should test/quarantine as has been the
practice (day 5-7). Fully vaccinated contacts do not need to test or quarantine unless they
develop symptoms. Those who are immunocompromised should consider testing as there is a
potential for incomplete immunity.

•

Children and adolescents are often mildly symptomatic and these symptoms often occur in
concurrence with other infections - thus it should be the default practice to test these
individuals to protect children and staff in schools and daycares. In addition, unvaccinated
children with acute onset of new symptoms (especially respiratory symptoms like cough, SOB,
sore throat) or fever should almost always receive a negative NAAT (Nucleic Acid
Amplification Test, or NAAT, is a type of viral diagnostic test like a PCR) for SARS-CoV-2 before
return to school

•

Aerosol-generating procedure patients and those being admitted to the hospital should be
tested

•

Those cleared from COVID within 90 days should not be tested. If symptomatic the individual
should see a healthcare provider to r/o other causes of symptoms prior to infection

•

Serology testing should not be used for acute diagnosis. Weston COVID-19 response is following
up with all reported positive antibody results identified thru serology

•

Home test results, unless proctored, are encouraged to be followed up with a lab run PCR those results not reported to the State via MAVEN are unofficial results. Weston COVIDresponse encourages residents to reach out the BOH with questions and if a positive self-test
result is received.

•

The State continues to want to receive notification of breakthrough cases for further
evaluation. Some of these are expected but variants of concern are being constantly evaluated.

Case Report - no positive cases of Weston residents in the past two weeks
Vaccination Report - As of June 8, 2021

•

Massachusetts starting Vax Millions program with more info coming in early July - more info to
follow

•

Weston is working with all health partners (schools) to continue to encourage vaccination

The CDC has named B1.617.2 (the Delta variant) a variant of concern, joining the Alpha (B1.1.7), Beta
(B1.3.5.1), Epsilon (B1.4.2.7) and Gamma (P1) variants meaning that the variant as being less
responsive to monoclonal antibody therapy, potential reduction in vaccine efficacy, and increased
transmissibility. Cases of the Delta variant have been identified in Massachusetts and will be tracked by
DPH. The Alpha variant is responsible for 50% of our cases in Massachusetts and The Gamma variant
accounts for 13% of our cases - thus demonstrating that VOC outnumber the original strain.
I continue to seek resources and raise awareness of the mental health fallout of COVID-19 and to
investigate ways to provide tools for prevention of mental health crisis and suicide prevention
including increased social connections for youth, the teaching and practice of coping skills, learning the
signs of suicide risk and how to respond and reducing access to lethal means like medications and
firearms. To that end the CDC released a Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) this week
discussing a new data this week that ER visits have increased by 51% for adolescent young women
aged 12-17 over the same period, February and March of 2021, vs. the same time the previous year.
In response to the COVID reporting, the Board of Health agreed that the mental health of the residents
was a concern and asked Michele S. to explore options to facilitate teaching, learning and support
around this important issue.

Michele F. Schuckel, MBA, BSN, RN
COVID-19 Response Manager, Public Health Nurse
Town of Weston, Public Health Department
Email: Schuckel.M@WestonMa.Gov

VI.

Director Reporting: The Board of Health voted in Dr. Jennifer Kickham as the new BOH
Medical Director.

VII.

Next Meeting date Wednesday June 30, 2021

VIII.

Adjourn - Dr. Jennifer motioned to adjourn the meeting, David Kominz 2nd and Laura
Azzam adjourned the meeting at 6:40 pm.

